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—the sulphate and the valerianate. The valerianate is formed by mixing a 
cooled solution of atropia in ether with a cooled solution of valerianic acid, 
and from this mixture crystals of the required salt soon crystallize. Acting 
on the long-established axiom in therapeutics that a combination of two simi¬ 
lar remedies almost always produces a greater and more rapid effect than an 
equivalent dose of either of the single remedies, Dr. Michea, as long ago as 
1853, made trial of this salt in “ affections of the nervous system,” and espe¬ 
cially in cases of epilepsy. His account of the action of this salt was so 
favourable, that a commission was appointed to investigate the subject, and 
their report was that valerianate of atropia is decidedly preferable to many of 
the so-called antispasmodics, and that it offered the great advantage of re¬ 
placing two drugs notoriously variable in their action—belladonna and valerian 
-—by a combination of their active principles, which was far more steady and 
certain in its action. The method of administering it is in granules, each of 
which contains a milligramme, or about g^th of a grain, of the salt. One 
granule daily is the proper dose to begin with in an adult, and in the course of 
a week a second granule may be taken daily. This is the maximum dose, any 
excess inducing dilatation of the pupil and disturbed vision. The author 
quotes the names of more than twenty physicians who have written to confirm 
the value of atropia and its salts as therapeutic agents. Taken internally, the 
salts of atropia have been found serviceable in the treatment of epilepsy, 
chorea, neuralgia, hysteria, tetanus, intermittent fevers, and those forms of 
disease of the respiratory organs in which the nervous system is specially in¬ 
volved, as asthma, hooping-cough, and certain lorins of nervous bronchitis. 

It has been found by Bouchardat and Crosio that cases of severe neuralgia, 
in which opium, henbane, and sulphuric ether have failed to give relief, have 
yielded to the local application of an ointment composed of five centigrammes 
(three-fourths of a grain) of atropia and four grammes (about a drachm) of 
lard. Pescheux has reported a case of tetanus which he cured by the aid of 
subcutaneous injection of sulphate of atropia, and Behier, Richard, and other 
French physicians have .practised the same treatment with success in cases of 
severe localized pain. One part of sulphate of atropia may be dissolved in 
100 of water, and from one to five drops injected. Slight symptoms of bella¬ 
donna poisoning sometimes exhibit themselves in these cases, but are merely 
transitorv. The smaller dose should be first tried.— Med. Ftw.es and Gaz. y 
Nov. 20,’from Nouveau Did. de Med. et de Chirurg. Prat. Art. Atropine. 

10. Action and Uses of Ipecacuanha. —Dr. C. D. Phillips extols ( The 
Practitioner , Nov. 1869) the efficacy of the simple powdered ipecacuanha and 
its wine. It is, he justly considers, an exceedingly safe emetic, and is an un¬ 
questionable diaphoretic, whether given in the form of Dover’s powder or vinum 
ipecacuanha. 

It “ exerts a power over all diseased mucous membranes in checking profuse 
mucous secretions, whether from the air-passages, the alimentary canal, or the 
genito-urinary apparatus. It is a most useful remedy in spasmodic coughs 
attended with profuse mucous expectoration and vomiting, especially in those 
troublesome coughs, accompanied by vomiting, which are incident to preg¬ 
nancy. Its beneficial operation is clearly discernible in most cases of continued 
and obstinate retching or vomiting, where the stomach is not primarily affected, 
but disturbed by sympathy with some other part or organ of the body, whether 
the primary affection be acute or chronic. There are cases of sickness and 
spasmodic cough during pregnancy, accompanied by ulceration of the uterus, 
which fail to yield to it; but in many of these cases it will succeed if a few doses 
are administered before the patient raises her head in the morning.” 

He states that he “has now before him twenty-three carefully recorded cases 
of whooping-cough. In most of these the cough came on in violent paroxysms, 
continued until a quantity of viscid mucus was ejected from the lungs by the 
mouth, and often by the nostrils, and increased in intensity until the contents 
of the stomach were evacuated. 

“ In all these cases, where the vomiting had been more troublesome than the 
whoop, ipecacuanha has given very marked relief. 
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“The dose recommended is half a drachm of the viuum ipecaeuanh* in four 
ounces of water, a dessert-spoonful to be taken every one, two, or three hours, 
according to the severity of the cough. Children under five years old should 
only take a teaspoonful of the same mixture, but many children of this age can 
tolerate, and are benefited by, much larger doses. 

“ In the capillary bronchitis of children, even when complicated with croupy 
symptoms, it acts well. In these cases the writer orders gss of vinum ipecacu- 
anh® to four ounces of water, a teaspoonful to be taken every one or two hours, 
or much more frequently if the symptoms are urgent. 

“ In many cases of nocturnal spasmodic asthma, in which hours are spent in 
great distress, with livid face and lips, loud wheezing throughout the chest, and 
want of breath, causing fear of suffocation, if there is no organic disease, of the 
heart or the lungs, ipecacuanha will give quick and marked relief. Five drops 
may be taken as a dose, repeated every ten to thirty minutes for two or three 
hours, unless relief comes much sooner, in which case the dose should be 
diminished and taken less frequently. Care should always be taken to avoid its 
emetic or nauseating effect. 

“ In these affections of the lungs, its expectorant and antispasmodic character 
cannot be doubted, nor its curative action in controlling and stopping the 
abnormal secretion of mucus. 

“ Hemorrhage in the early stage of tubercular phthisis, and in most stages of 
this disease, when produced by engorgement of the bronchial mucous membrane, 
and accompanied by little or no acceleration of pulse or increase of temperature, 
is often readily stopped by ipecacuanha. In hrematemesis arising from vicarious 
menses, and also in some cases of menorrhagia, it is very useful. 

“ In many cases of dysentery it lessens the bloody and mucous discharge, and 
removes the cutting pains and tenesmus, especially in the early and late stages 
of the disease. In cases of dysentery or diarrhoea, where nausea, vomiting, 
or retching exists, ipecacuanha will stop th'fe sickness, and at least control the 
dysentery or diarrhosa. The watery diarrhoea during dentition, the diarrhoea 
with green evacuations, and the dysenteric diarrhoea, which are so common 
among children, rapidly yield to this drug. Vinum ipecaeuanh® is effective in 
dysentery and diarrhoea, but the writer has preferred the pulvis ipecaeuanh®, 
considering its action more speedy and trustworthy. 

“ It is more necessary to vary the dose in dysentery than in any other class of 
cases, one grain every one or two hours being quite sufficient with some persons, 
whereas others require ten, twenty, or more grains as a dose. These larger 
doses sometimes, wheu first administered, bring on vomiting, which it is well to 
avoid ; but if the patient is kept lying on the back, and the dose persevered 
with, it can generally be tolerated, and a rapid recovery often follows. 

“ In the diarrhoea and dysenteric diarrhoea of children, one-fourth to one-half 
of a grain, with a little white sugar, at intervals of one to three hours, is gene¬ 
rally sufficient, but the quantity must be increased if necessary.” 

11. Physiological Effects of Curara. —Prof. Paul Bert (Archives de Phy¬ 
siol., No. 5, 1869) has made some curious observations on a curarized dog. 
After paralysis appeared, artificial respiration was started, and continued regu¬ 
larly by means of the ingenious apparatus of M. GrShant. The right vagus 
and sciatic nerves were then exposed and tied. During the succeeding six 
hours the action of the nerves, the condition of the pupils, &c., were hourly 
observed, with the following constant results; the pupil of the right side was 
contracted, while that of the left was widely dilated; galvanization of either 
vagus caused dilatation of the pupil, with projection of the eyeball and com¬ 
plete stoppage of the heart’s action. The left iris contracted under the action 
of light. An interesting result was obtained when galvanic stimulation was 
applied to the central portion of the tied (right) sciatic nerve, or to the median 
nerve, viz : contraction of the bladder, which produced, the sphincter being para¬ 
lyzed, the voiding of a small quantity of urine. This effect could be produced 
only through the intervention of the sensory nerves of animal life; for it did 
not follow excitation of the vagi, the sympathetic in the neck, nor the splanch¬ 
nic nerves. The interest of this observation is apparent when its value is 



